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Hall Closings for Winter Break Information
‘Tis the season of finals and great food. We hope your preparation for your last week of classes is going
well and you are feeling good about how things are wrapping up! This page contains reminders for the
upcoming winter break.
1.
2.

3.

Residence Halls close at 12:00 PM on Friday, December 7.
You must depart for winter break within 24 hours after your last final exam/class or by
Friday, December 7, at 12:00 PM - whichever comes first. If you are participating in or
assisting with Commencement, you may stay in the Residence Halls until 12:00 PM on
Saturday, December 8, you must email your Resident Director (RD) for approval. Your
RD will then respond with approval or denial, you cannot stay without approval.
Failure to properly check out may result in charges. Commonly found charges are listed
below.
Common Charges Include:
Improper or Failure to Check out ($50 and up)
Lost Key ($84 - $231)
Cleaning, trash removal ($40 and up)
Damages (Vary)
Late Checkouts ($50 per hour)

Click Here for Armstrong
Campus Information

Back to Table of Contents

Click Here for Statesboro
Campus Information
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Before Driving Off..
Step 1: Go to Your Mandatory Hall Meeting
●

Please see your individual hall pages or communicate with you RA about the mandatory
closing floor meeting.

Step 2: Clean Your Room
●
●
●
●

Remove all trash and perishable food items and take to the appropriate dumpster. If
trash or perishable food is found in your room, you will be charged for its removal.
If you have a fish tank, empty it or take it home.
Store any non-perishable food in closets or on shelves.
In case of flooding, remove any items from the floor or store in a waterproof container.

Step 3: Put in Your Work Orders
●

Maintenance will be doing regular, preventative maintenance as well as working on
special projects during the break. Should you remain on campus during the break, proper
room entry procedures will be used when entering your space. Please note that
maintenance may be entering your room as early as 8:00 a.m.

Step 4: Final CheckList
●
●
●
●

Set the room temperature
Unplug all appliances except for the refrigerator.
Close and lock windows, bedroom and main doors. Pull down the blinds.
Turn off all the lights.

Step 5: Check Out of Your Room
●

Charges may be applied to your account if you fail to
follow proper closing procedures, or if damage is found
in your unit. If you are the last person leaving your room,
please fill out the checklist and tape it to the door before
leaving. This means the space has been vacated.

Back to Table of Contents
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MONSTER OF
A SCHEDULE?
By Chakym Cummings, Resident Advisor
With scheduling going on, be sure that you are creating a schedule that works best
for you. You’ve had a good run for the first semester, but how can you improve to
help boost your GPA?
●

●

●
●

Think about your current schedule… Do you like it? Too many hours?
Classes too early? Any breaks? If you don’t like your current schedule,
adjust next semester’s schedule to fit you.
Be sure to take your advisor’s advice. There’s nothing worse than
graduating late or financial aid complications, because you don’t have
enough hours!
Be sure to review DegreeWorks to ensure your schedule lines up with your
degree path.
Be sure to research the professor of a class by looking up RateMyProfessor
or asking upperclassmen. Their teaching style may not fit you, and it may be
a long, arduous semester...

These are just a few tips on how to prevent a scary monster schedule. Good luck
with this semester and let’s prep for a better next semester!!

Back to Table of Contents
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Combating Difficult
Relations at Home
By Rachel Taylor, Administrative Resident Advisor

College can offer many opportunities as new perspectives are in each person around you. During your time on campus,
you may find yourself expanding your own values and perceptions based on new experiences you’ve encountered. While
growing into this new perspective can trigger an urge to share with family back home, it’s important to realize that not
everyone’s perspective will align with yours.
When preparing to speak with members of your family, it’s helpful to remember a few tips:
●

You can’t control others behaviors or reactions.
○
When talking about new perspectives, people may try to reject your views. It’s best to understand that
while this reaction may not be what you want, it is also unrealistic to expect automatic acceptance from
someone who has known you to have a certain perspective before you left.

●

Release Unrealistic Expectations
○
While it would be nice to have automatic acceptance, most people will not be as accepting as soon as new
perspectives are given. Instead of meeting family with higher expectations, remember that this situation
should be treated with care and maybe use a mantra like “It is what it is”, to remind yourself that people
will react in whatever way they choose.

●

Hold yourself to a Higher Standard
○
When we receive unacceptance, it can be easy to lash out with anger or distaste. During this time,focus on
how you can react to any negative connotations with peaceful responses. It may help to practice what
your peaceful reaction will be if unacceptance is met.

●

Communicate Calmly
○
Always remember that change can be difficult for others. Communicate your views calmly
and rationally. When communicating camly, you will be better able to collaborate with one
another's views, or even accept their negativity towards your change in a reduced way.

Back to Table of Contents
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Great American Bake Off
By Domonick Pitts, Resident Director
Get ready for some tasty holiday treats that can be made easily in the
microwave. Most recipes can be made in under 10 minutes. So take a load off,
and start adding on the calories.

Red velvet cupcake in a Mug!

Ingredients: 3 Tbsp Milk, ½ tsp White Vinegar, 4 Tbsp All Purpose
Flour, 2 Tbsp Granulated Sugar, 1 tsp Cocoa Powder, ¼ tsp Baking
Powder, Pinch of Salt, 1 ½ Tbsp Veggie Oil, 5 Drops Red Food Coloring,
Directions
1.
In a large mug, whisk (with a small whisk or large fork) together
the milk and vinegar. Set aside
2.
In a small bowl, whisk together dry ingredients. Add to the milk
mixture and add the veggie oil and red food coloring. Whisk
until smooth
3.
Cook in the microwave on high for 1 minute and 10 seconds.
This recipe will rise and then deflate slightly since cooked in
microwave. Dust with powdered sugar and enjoy.

Cookies and Cream Mug Cake
Ingredients: ¼ Cup White Chocolate Chips, 3 Tbsp Whole Milk, 4
Tbsp All-Purpose Flour, ¼ tsp Baking Powder, ½ Tbsp Vegetable
Oil & 2 Oreo Cookies
Directions
1.
Combine white chocolate chips and milk in an oversized
microwave safe mug. Microwave for about 40 sec. Mix with
a small whisk until chocolate is completely melted
2.
Add flour, baking powder, and oil and whisk until batter is
smooth.
3.
Using a fork, smash Oreos into the batter until only small
chunks of cookie remain.
4.
Cook in microwave for about 1 minute. Let cake cool a few
minutes before eating. Cake is best consumed when warm.
Back to Table of Contents
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GSU
Holiday
Adventure

By Carlene Robinson,
Graduate Assistant
If you are staying in town for
the holidays, get to know your
city a little more.
Take an Uber and see the
town under beautiful
Christmas lights.
Participate in an acapella
door-to-door singers
group
Eat at some of the best
restaurants in the area,
since GSU dining won’t
be open during the
break.
Find a friend and go see a
Holiday movie.

Finding Your Own Holiday Traditions

By Brendan Mungwena, Resident Assistant, Armstrong Campus

Celebrating your own traditions can be a great time of fun and special to
you! Around the world, people celebrate many Holidays such as
Christmas, Nikolaus, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, and in Zimbabwe, 10 Day
Holiday. It’s a great experience to learn more about these holidays and
celebrate with students who may have a different tradition than yours.
On December the 6th, Germany celebrates their very own Nikolaus.
Nikolaus is based on the story of holy Nikolaus. Kids clean their favorite
pair of shoes the night before and the next day they get small presents like
chocolate in the morning. He can be mistaken for Santa Claus but Nikolaus
was said to leave nothing but wood in the naughty children’s boots.
On December 20th till New Year’s Eve, the Zimbabwe locals enjoy a 10
day festive holiday. These days are celebrated for completing a full year
and are celebrated by eating local cuisines and traditional dances.
Having your own traditions can be fun and rewarding! While each
tradition is different in its own way, we can all celebrate the end of a great
year as one.
Back to Table of Contents
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Staff Picks of
the Month
First Friday – Holiday Celebration
December 7, 2018
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Monthly event in downtown
Statesboro, with shopping, dining,
music and activities, on a different
theme each month. December’s event
celebrates the holiday season, with arts
and crafts, festive food and music,
holiday parade, visit from Santa and a
chili cook-off.

TMT Farms Christmas Lights
Display, 2018 event TBC
Holiday lights display at TMT Farms,
to benefit local families in need.
Donation requested.

Savannah Christmas Boat Parade
November 24th at 7 p.m.
Savannah Harbor
A Christmas parade, Savannah style! Over
40 lighted vessels parade both sides of the
waterfront, accompanied by live music
performances, tree lighting ceremony, and a
fireworks extravaganza you won’t want to
miss! Inquire early on room specials at The
Westin, for front row seats at the events.
$10 admission per person accepted for the
Savannah Harbor Foundation. Proceeds and
collected toy drive will go to the Greenbriar
Children’s Center.
Schedule of Events:
5p.m. Holiday Concessions Open
7 p.m. Tree Lighting Ceremony
7:15 p.m. Cannon Fire, Parade Start
Fireworks at the conclusion.

Back to Table of Contents
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Becoming an RA at the
Armstrong Campus
By: Zoya Merisme, Graduate Resident Director for Windward
Commons
While RA recruitment for the Armstrong campus will not start until
the spring semester, it may be a great time to start a conversation
with your RA. I became an Resident Assistant because I knew I wanted
to be a mentor, role model, and just overall make an impact on others’
lives.
I started my Residential Life career at the University of Georgia where
I worked in a first-year residence hall. I presided over a wonderful
group of first-year females. I would not take anything back in deciding
to become an RA! Here are some reasons of why you should become
an RA:
1.

2.

3.

4.

To build strong relationships.
a. You will meet so many great residents and form lasting relationships with them throughout yours
and theirs college careers.
To make an Impact on Others Lives
a. As an RA you will encourage your residents to try new things and they will appreciate you taking time
to make memories with them.
To build community among residents.
a. This is one of the most important roles of an RA. Building a strong, welcoming, and inclusive
community will allow your residents to have a valuable college experience.
To grow as a leader.
a. I would definitely say that I have grown as a leader during my time as an RA. From organizing
programs for residents and reaching out to different campus partners, to managing roommate
conflicts, you will gain skills that will assist you throughout life.

Back to Table of Contents
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RA Application Process - Statesboro Campus
By Stephanie Rewitzer, Assistant Director of Eagle Court
It’s a very exciting time of year as we start the recruitment
process for next year’s Resident Advisors. This year, the
Statesboro Campus will be doing things a little different.

The process began in October and will continue in
different phases until February. In addition to our
traditional residence hall communities, we also offer
candidates the option of being involved in a
Residential
Learning
Community.
These
Living-Learning Communities (LLC) and Theme
Communities (TCs) are a way for residents to live
with others who have similar majors, interests, or
identities.
To find out more information, check out one of our
info sessions.
●

Tuesday, November 13th

●

Wednesday, November 14th

●

Tuesday, November 27th

●

Wednesday, November 30th

We encourage all applicants to utilize the resources
of the the Office of Career and Professional
Development. Applicants will be best prepared by
reviewing the interviewing tips and sample
questions on the website, scheduling a practice
interview, and requesting an resume critique from
the office.
January 15, 2019 is the last day to turn in your
application. After candidates have completed the
application process, the Residence Education staff
will review all candidate materials in order to select
our best candidates to move onto our interview
process.
We look forward to potentially having you join the
Housing Team!
Back to Table of Contents

Get Involved | Page 13

Questions to ask Residence Life Staff
By Shinice Pace, Resident Advisor
Deciding to try to be an RA can be a bit nerve racking, but we are here to help! Here’s questions below that
have been picked by our RA’s that will help you understand your potential role better!
●

What skills are important to have, if I want to be successful in this position?
○
Being a student comes first in this role, but you still have RA responsibilities. Communication,
time management, patience and honesty will be most important skills in this role.

●

What are the duties and responsibilities of an RA on the Armstrong Campus?
○
Make sure that you can handle the responsibility! RA’s are mandatory reporters and it’s
important that you are trustworthy and responsible.

●

What is the time commitment?
○
While some RA’s can work part time, it’s important to be able to
manage your time well in order to keep up with deadlines.

●

Is there anything you know now about being an RA that you wish you would
have known when you were applying to be an RA?
○
Ask about other RA’s experiences! We’d love to tell you of the fun we
have on duty.

●

What have you enjoyed most about being an RA?
○
There’s no better question to ask! Let us give you an idea of the fun
that comes with being an RA!

Back to Table of Contents

Winter Closing Preparations
By Quenshia Graves, M.Ed., Area Coordinator of Apartment Communities at Armstrong Campus

WOW! Can you believe we have ended our first semester as the New Georgia Southern
University? We cannot believe it either here in University Housing. We have had a
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great time this semester working with all of our residential students. However it is
time to say “see you in the next year”, as we prepare to close for the Winter Break.
Here are a few things to do as you prepare to leave for Winter Break:
●

Constantly check your Georgia Southern email for details from your Resident
Hall Director or Area Coordinator on move out process as some residence halls
or areas have specific checkout procedures.

●

Begin packing items you would like to take with you. Make sure you have
everything you will need, because the University will be closed between 5 pm
on December 21st and 8 am on January 2nd.

●

Lock away items you would like to keep in Housing over the break.

●

Clean you space, Housing staff will be conducting occupancy checks

●

Need to stay on campus over the break, please be sure to apply for break stay.
Check your student email for additional information regarding break stay
procedures.

●

Armstrong Apartment residents are required to turn in keys at checkout
before leaving for the break. Keys sent via postal mail will not be accepted.

The residence halls will close on Friday, December 7th at Noon for all non-graduates or
student volunteering for graduation. Graduates and Volunteers are asked to be out of
the residents halls by December 8th at Noon.

Back to Table of Contents
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Greek
Make sure to support our Greek Life by purchasing a
t-shirt from SAE. All proceeds will go towards raising
awareness for Men’s health. Please check
@armstrongsae for more details.

Honors
Our Honor’s group had an awesome time
during their coffee chat! Want to participate
in more fun events? Join us for our “Cooking
with Professors “ event November 15th from
5pm-8pm. We’re looking forward to cookin’
up a good time with you!

Back to Table of Contents
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Windward Commons
We had such a great turn out at our
Haunted Tour:Asylum! We want to
give a huge thank you to our staff and
residents for giving us a night full of
spooky fun!
We raised $130 dollars for our
donation to the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Foundation and over 200
residents

While this semester is quickly
coming to an end, don’t forget to
keep up with our information on
breaks and closings! Make sure to
speak with your RA to get
information on closings and breaks
so you can be ready to go!

Back to Table of Contents

The Apartments
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We’ve had such a great time, but it’s time to take a break! Apartment residents are
welcome to stay during our annual fall break, but make sure to have important numbers
such as the RA on Duty!

Back to Table of Contents
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Thanks for staying with
us this semester, and we
hope to see you in the
spring!
Go to your hall pages to find
out more information about
specific Winter Closing
meetings.
Also, please donate some
items to the Winter Drive
sponsored by RHA and
NRHH.
Have a safe break!
Back to Table of Contents
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Theme Communities
Our theme communities have been busy these past
few weeks!
Alliance’s Finding Waves poster serves to educate
residents about the various forms of disabilities.
Global Crossroads showing off their Fall
Community Involvement at NRHH’s Hall-O-Ween!
Geektopia residents are pictured below enjoying
their community room and D&D nights, a tradition
of the community!
FInally, the Rhythm Community is making noise
with their annual winter concerts.

Back to Table of Contents
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Get Into the Christmas Mood by
hanging out with the Rhythm
Community

Happy Holidays from the Theme Communities
Back to Table of Contents
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Honors

The Honors students are getting very much acclimated
to the college life. It may have been hard at the
beginning, but these students are proving why they
belong here. Academically, they are working very
diligently and are setting the standards for what an
Honors student looks like at Georgia Southern. In
addition to that, they are also growing together as a
community and becoming more involved on campus.
We wish them all a joyous and restful winter break! See
you in 2019!

Innovation

Resident in the Innovation Community have been getting involved all semester, participating
in events, joining student organizations and earning points for the ongoing floor wars
competition. The standings are 1st Place: 3rd Floor 2nd Place: 2nd Floor 3rd Place: 1st Floor.
It’s still room for the 1st and 2nd Floor to take down the 3rd Floor as we continue to tally
points.

Back to Table of Contents
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This semester, Southern Leaders
worked on improving their
communication skills, learned about
how to be sustainable and grew
their own herbs & spices, and had a
blast volunteering at the NRHH
Hall-o-ween event on October 28th!

From Lab Tours to Downtown Demos,
the Labbies showcased their love for
STEM this Fall semester. Looking
forward to the impact they will
continue to make in the Spring!

Back to Table of Contents
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Centennial Place
RA On Duty Phone
Number:
(912)-678-5240

Back to Table of Contents

Tutoring Hours
Sundays
7PM - 9PM
CP Computer Lab

Clubhouse Hours
Monday-Friday
8AM - Midnight
Saturday-Sunday
2PM - Midnight
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Final EVent of the Semester:

Sugar Up!

Monday, November 26, 2018 @ 8pm in the
Clubhouse

We hope you enjoyed your first
semester of college with us. Have a
safe and wonderful Winter Break, see
you in 2019!

Back to Table of Contents
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We’ve had a great semester
with you all! Happy Winter Break!

Freedom’s Landing RA on Duty Phone Number:
912-678-5239
The RA on Duty is accessible by phone to Freedom’s
Landing residents from 8 p.m. to 8 a.m. daily.
Clubhouse Hours:
Monday to Friday 10:00 AM to 10:00 PM
Saturday and Sunday 2:00 PM to 10:00PM
Back to Table of Contents

Kennedy Hall
Sakinah Omari
(1135-1149) - 11.26.18 7PM - 1st Floor Suites by
Elevator

Rachael Lewis
(1118-1134) - 11.26.18 8PM - Kennedy MPR

Morgan Bennet
(2212-2222) 11.27.18 - 8:30PM Kennedy MPR

Harvey Moody, III
(1200-1217) - 11.28.18 8PM - Kennedy
Clubhouse

Rachel Johnson
(2100-2108) - 11.28.18 8PM - 1st Floor
Apartments by Elevator

Find your RA’s name for information on
your MANDATORY closing meeting

Zachary Weiner
(1100-1117) - 11.26.18
9PM - Kennedy MPR

Ebonia Bly
(2300-2311) 11.27.18 - 7PM - 3rd
Floor Apartments by
Elevator

Dylan Yarbrough
(1218-1234) - 11.28.18 8:30PM - 2nd Floor
Suites by Elevator

Johnathan Frady
(2109-2117) 11.26.18 - 7:30PM 1st Floor
Apartments by
Elevator

Statesboro Campus | Page 27

Haley Johnson
(1235-1249) - 11.26.18 8:30PM - Kennedy MPR

Katelyn Hughes
(2312-2322) 11.27.18 - 7:30PM 3rd Floor Apartments
by Elevator

Happy
Holidays

Kennedy Kirtland
(2200-2211) - 11.28.18 7PM - 2nd Floor
Apartments by Elevator

Back to Table of Contents
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FALL SEMESTER WAS A BLAST!
Southern Courtyard
Clubhouse/OfficeHours:
Monday-Friday: 4pm-12midnight
Saturday-Sunday: 2pm-12midnight
Front Desk Number: 912-478-4139
RA Duty Phone Number: 912-678-5236

As we are approaching the end of the
semester, Southern Courtyard wants
to thank you for attending our
programs throughout the semester!
Be on the lookout for upcoming hall
meeting times!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

Back to Table of Contents
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Program Highlights!
As we look back over the past
month, "At Identify Yourself!,
residents renewed their
commitment to self discovery
by making identity bracelets
that were color-coded based
on their different identities."
-RA Ben (above)

Southern Pines RA on Duty
Phone Number:
912-678-5235
The RA on Duty is
accessible by phone to
Southern Pines residents
from 8 p.m. to 8 a.m. daily.

Students were invited to
decorate cookies with RAs Ben
and Ainsley to wrap up the
month of October. (right)

Tutoring Hours:
Every Sunday from 7 p.m.
to 9 p.m. in the Clubhouse

Students were invited to have
donuts, coffee, and candid
conversations with UPD! They
learned about attending police
academy and policies and
procedures. (right)

Clubhouse Hours:
Monday-Friday: 10 a.m.- 12
a.m.
Saturday and Sunday: 2
p.m.-12 a.m.

ck to Table of Contents

What’s your major?
Civil Engineering.
What’s your hometown?
I am from Marietta, Georgia.

Student Spotlight: Will O’Reilly

Why did you choose Georgia Southern?
I chose Georgia Southern because of how far it was from my home, the nice campus, and its good
reputation as a school.
What do you love about living in Southern Pines?
I love Southern Pines because of how nice the dorm rooms are and how nice other residents are
there. The rooms include everything I need and other residents are always nice and friendly.
What did you learn from your first semester at Georgia Southern? What do you look forward to
in the Spring semester?
During Fall semester, I learned how to manage my time more wisely while being at Georgia
Southern and in college in general. Being away from home on my own helped me learn how to be
more independent. In Spring semester, I look forward to experiencing more of what GSU has to
offer and overall just another fun and exciting semester with friends.
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Duty Phone: 912-678-5233
Tutoring Hours: Sundays 7-9 p.m.
Clubhouse Hours: M-F 4p.m. to 12 a.m.
Sat-Sun 2p.m. to 12 a.m
Pool Hours: 8a.m. - 12a.m.

During the Program S’mores with UPD - Our
International Residents were able to make Smores for
the first time (left). Residents also got to engage with
UPD officer to ask questions and understand their role
on campus and safety (middle). Residents were able to
write their stressors on an apple before having the
chance to Smash them Away (left).

Back to Table of Contents
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A few reminders...
Winter Break is approaching fast! For residence halls this means Winter Closing is
near. Watsonians: please attend the meeting for your respective RA to be informed
on what closing procedures you need to take.
Duty Phone: 912-314-4215
Tutoring Hours: 7-9
Computer Lab
Clubhouse Hours:
M-F 4-10
Sat & Sun: 4-10

On Oct. 24th Watson held a town hall for residents to talk about what makes them
feel at home in Watson, and any problems they’d been having in the residence hall.
Many had an issue with washers and dryers being taken up by finished clothes,
making them unusable. Please remember to set an alarm on your phone to pick up
your clothes. After Town Hall, we’ve seen several changes in the hall. Facilities has
placed garbage cans in each stall, and many issues are currently being resolved
through work orders. If you have any questions, contact your RA!
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